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SUB J : BUTHELEZI VIEWS ON NAT CONSTITUTIONAL IDEAS 

1 . SUMMARY: IN DISCUSSION AUGUST 26, CHIEF BUTHELEZI 
INDICATED THAT HE IS NATURALLY OPPOSED TO EXCLUSION OF 
AFRICANS FROM PURVIEW OF NEW NAT CONCEPTS BUT IS EQUALLY CON- 
CERNED AT EFFORTS TO DIVIDE AFRICANS INTO "URBAN" AND "HOMELANDS" 
(I.E., RURAL) CATEGORIES. HE INDICATED HE WILL NOT OPPOSE 

BLACKS WHO WISH TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY NEW SYSTEM IN THE 
BELIEF THAT IT MIGHT LEAD TO FURTHER DISPENSATIONS TOWARD 
AFRICANS LATER ON, BUT THAT IT WOULD BE PROBLEMATICAL FOR 
HIM TO SAY AS MUCH IN PUBLIC. END SUMMARY. 

2. CHIEF GATSHA BUTHELEZI DISCUSSED WITH ME HIS VIEWS ON 
THE NEW NAT CONSTITUTIONAL IDEAS DURING A MEETING EVENING 
OF AUGUST 26. NOT UNEXPECTEDLY, HE SAID HE REGRETTED THAT 
VORSTER HAD STOPPED SHORT OF INCLUDING AFRICANS IN THE NEW 
FRAMEWORK (SUCH AS IT WAS KNOWN TO HIM). THIS WAS WHAT ONE 
COULD EXPECT, BUT WHAT CURRENTLY CONCERNED BUTHELEZI MORE WAS 
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THE EFFORT BY NATS, AIDED EVEN BY WELL-INTENTIONED WHITE LIBERALS, 
TO DIVIDE THE AFRICAN COMMUNITY INTO "URBAN" AND "HOMELANDS" 

(I.E., RURAL) CATEGORIES. BUTHELEZI TERMED THIS A 
DIVIDE- AND-RULE RUSE AND PART OF THE PROCESS OF AVOIDING 
MAIORITY RULE. HE STRESSED THAT A MAIN OBJECTIVE OF INKATHA 
WAS TO DO AWAY WITH THIS DISTINCTION IN AFRICANS' OWN MINDS, 
EMPHASIZING INSTEAD THEIR ONENESS. HE CONCEDED THAT THE GOING 
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IN THIS REGARD WAS DIFFICULT SINCE THE SAG AND EVEN LIBERAL 
WHITES HAD FOR MANY YEARS CATEGORIZED BLACKS IN THIS WAY, 

TO THE EXTENT THAT MANY OF THE LATTER HAVE DIFFICULTY IN 
THROWING OFF THE CONCEPT. 

3. ASKED WHAT HIS PUBLIC POSTURE WOULD BE TOWARD THE NAT 
INITIATIVES, BUTHELEZI SAID HE WOULD PREFER MORE DETAILS BEFORE 
SPEAKING OUT DEFINITIVELY. HE APPRECIATED THAT A FEW BLACKS 
(HE MENTIONED J.N. REDDY) SEEMED TO HOPE THERE COULD BE FURTHER 
STAGES POSSIBLY EXTENDING THE DISPENSATION TO AFRICANS IF THE 
FIRST STAGE WORKED WELL. BUTHELEZI REMARKED BITTERLY THAT 
THERE IS NO LONGER TIME IN SOUTH AFRICA TO PLAY SUCH WAITING 
GAMES. STILL, HE WOULD NOT CRITICIZE SUCH BLACKS AS WISHED 

TO PARTICIPATE IN THE NEW SYSTEM, BUT IT WOULD BE PROBLEMATICAL 
FOR HIM TO SAY THIS IN PUBLIC SINCE IT WOULD BE SEIZED BY HIS 
ENEMIES AS ONE FURTHER EVIDENCE OF COOPERATION WITH THE SAG SYSTEM. 

4. BUTHELEZI MENTIONED THAT HE HAD BEEN APPROACHED BY THE 
COLORED LABOR PARTY WHICH WISHED TO MEET URGENTLY WITH HIM 
ON COORDINATING A RESPONSE TO THE NAT INITIATIVE. (CAPE 
TOWN 1246 REFERS) BUTHELEZI SAID IT COULD BE "DIFFICULT" 

FOR HIM TO GET TOGETHER WITH THE LABOR REPRESENTATIVES. WHO, 

HE UNDERSTOOD, STRONGLY OPPOSED THE NAT IDEAS. WHILE 
BUTHELEZI WOULD NOT BE DRAWN OUT FURTHER ON THIS, HE GAVE 
THE IMPRESSION THAT HE DOES NOT WANT TO BE PUSHED PREMATURELY 
INTO ANY POSITION AND THAT HE MAY BIDE HIS TIME A BIT BEFORE 
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TAKING A FULL PUBLIC POSITION ON SUBJECT. 

FARBER 
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